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By LAURA MASON

-. S phai¥s - Staff Reporter: ! it iy

b 400-year-o|d coin has been found ‘At
NASA s Langley' Research Certet - durmg
\a survey' being doné this month: by “the:

- LRC Historical and Archeological Society.

.Aceording’to- Frank: Farmer, president: '

" of the' organization and an employe ‘at- '

Langley, - the. coin' was- found: by .Mrs;

_ Joanné Swift, the wife of arnother NASA"i*.

.employé and a memiberof ' the sdciety| -
while/ she rwas helpmg thh the survey
Octiid2: '«

Mrs.' Swnft was working appmxlmately
100 feet from an old stone foundation
which society ‘members believe may
mark the original birthplace of George }
Wythe.' The foundation, located in the:
“West ‘Area” of Langley Research Cen-''
ter, was discovered two years ago when"

) NASA onplneers were laymg a test track
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By Knnneln Sllver) (

Half’ of a 1575 Eﬂghsh coin’ c6mpared in ‘size to a- 25-cent piece: It was

A-Langley Research Center. ;

2l

gl

'? |' r ‘
Acéor'dlng ‘to F‘armer the com was down ¢
only about one foot in the excavations. ..

The sifVer coin' bearing the date 1575,
" wag originally " Wworth 'six " pence in' "
England and bears'an inscription in Latin®
" along with the Tudor coat of arms and a’
picture of Queen Elizabeth I. Farmer ex-" i
plained " that batk in those days coins
‘were freqhently broken in half " if ‘the'
“owner', ,only wanted to spend three pencé’’
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’ and that the coin found was ‘only one- half il

~of &'six pence pidce but "lucklly the one
bearmg thé Wae i

Farmer said he took lhe coin to the an- -
+ thropology department of the College of

‘William' and Mary- and ‘it was authen- =
* ! ticated. The antique coin will he restained -

*" by the society and will be put on dnplny
 with' other artifacts found when the ex-
¢ cavationmrecomplelcd
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